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From the Pastor's Desk 
 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer 

and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 

known to God.”        Philippians 4:6 
 

 

Greetings of Grace and Peace! 
 

 

Most of us do not like change, it is part of God’s world and plan. 

As disciples, our understanding of God has changed through 

history. Through the Bible, we read that God revealed messages to 

only a few folks, then to more people as prophets, and now our 

understanding is that God communicates with all of us in a variety 

of different ways. The very way we live in this world changes each 

day. Even as we see that change is part of God and our 

understanding, we struggle with accepting change. Yet, just 

because we struggle with accepting change, it doesn’t mean that 

God will stop allowing it to happen. Perhaps it is the gift from God 

to help us grow in our faith and rely on God more fully, as 

individuals, churches, nations, and collectively as humans.  

 

Here at FCC, we will be experiencing change this upcoming Fall.  

 

After eight (8) years, Marilyn has resigned her position in cleaning 

and caring for the church as custodian. The aches and pains in her 

shoulder, coupled with caring for her home and husband, are 

making continuing impossible. Laura Lillibridge has taken a full-

time position in a nearby school district, which will prevent her 

mailto:hampdenfederated@gmail.com
http://www.hampdenfederatedchurch.org/


from continuing to be in the role of Coordinator for our Children 

and Youth Faith Formation (CYFF).  Mark Jacobson is resigning 

from his role as Music Director towards the end of September. We 

are grateful to Marilyn, Laura, and Mark for sharing their gifts 

with us to enrich our church in a variety of ways. We are sorry to 

see them resigning from their roles as we are happy, content, and 

sometimes even excited, with their fulfilling these positions.  

 

We admit that we do not like change. Many times, it is because we 

become fearful of the “what ifs?” (You can fill in your own 

response to the what if?) It is so easy to live in fear. However, the 

Bible tells us not to worry but “seek first his kingdom and his 

righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” 

(Matt. 6:33) Read entirety of Matthew 6: 25-34. As for myself, and 

I hope many of you in the church, we will move forward looking 

and seeking God and what God holds for FCC?  

 

God’s promise in Jeremiah 29: 11: For I know the plans I have for 

you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm 

you, plans to give you hope and a future is a promise I hold dear in 

my heart and life. That scripture was the short devotion I chose as I 

meet with the leaders of FCC in the possibility of my becoming 

your pastor. I know in my heart that God has called me into 

ministry. A few years into my ministry at another church, I was 

descending into a “What if?” state. The Jeremiah verse popped into 

my mind, followed by the thought: I haven’t brought you this far 

for you to fail. So, I continue to seek and look with hope as to what 

and where God is working in my/our life.  

 

Another verse I choose to focus on is Proverbs 3: 5-6:  Trust in 

the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own 

understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make 

your paths straight.  

 

We are saddened by so much change, so quickly. But let us move 

forward seeking and looking for what goodness God has planned 

for us. Let us walk forward in faith!  
 

 Pastor Pat 



                From the Deacons’ Bench 
 

Thessalonians 5:16-18: Rejoice always, pray continually, and give 

thanks in all circumstances… 
 

Philippians 4:11: I have learned to be content whatever the 

circumstances. (Paul writing from prison) 

 

Thankfulness and contentment are complicated states of being. 

They’re easy for me to achieve when things are going well,  

(meaning I’m getting what I want) but when life gets hard, it’s 

equally hard to have a spirit of gratitude. And I sure don’t feel 

“content”. Feeling grateful and “finding the silver lining” in all -

all!- circumstances seems to run contrary to human nature. Paul is 

asking the impossible of me!   
  
I recently came across this quotation from pastor and author, 

Patrick Henry Reardon: 
 

“Suppose for a moment that God began taking from us the many 

things for which we have failed to give thanks. Which of our limbs 

and faculties would be left? Would I still have my hands and my 

mind? And what about loved ones? If God were to take from me all 

those persons and things for which I have not given thanks, who or 

what would be left of me?”  
 

The more times I read it, the more I see a lifetime of blessings 

scrolling across my mind’s eye; the scroll is unending as more 

blessings, small and large, are added every day. Have I even 

consciously taken stock of a tiny percentage of that unearned 

stream of gifts? Honestly, have my thanks even equaled my 

complaints?  
 

I can’t help but ask myself: Who am I to be so generously and 

unconditionally loved by God? To receive so much evidence of 

God’s love? I doubt I’ll ever reach the state Paul talks about, but 

the very least I can do is ask God’s help to try. 

 

Your sister in faith, 

 Linda Hornig 

 

 



  September Birthdays 
Birthday Greetings to the following members 

of our church who celebrate birthdays in 

September. 

 
Darcey Walulak 09/09 

Meara Doyle 09/14 

Amy Varney 09/15 

Evelyn Schoolcraft 09/15 

Beth Algie  09/17 

Carrie Wescott 09/18 

Kenneth Baillieul 09/18 

Leah Howell 09/19 

Phyllis Hultstrom 09/20 

Dominick Tessier              09/21 

Jennifer Howell 09/21 

Mark Casey 09/24 

Rudy Wilk 09/24 

Evelyn Meacham 09/26 

Elsie Bradway 09/27 

Rollyn Hatch 09/30 

 
 

Wedding Anniversaries 

Keith & Stephanie Lemelin-Bliss 09/03 

David & Rita Spencer 09/08 

Jodi & David Brodeur 09/08 

Ronald & Sandra Richter 09/11 

Pat & Wayne Miller Fernandes 09/12 

Kevin & Elaine DeGray 09/12 

Randall & Kimberley Mercure 09/12 

Russell & Marilyn Streeter 09/12 

Bruce & Janet Libby 09/18 

Myron & Rosemary Stone 09/22 

 

 
             



             Happy 100th Birthday  
          Yvonne (Winnie) Godek! 
 

On July 29th Winnie turned 100 years old. She 

celebrated with a party surrounded by family 

and friends. Following are some events that 

were happening the year Winnie was born: 
 

President of the United States known as 

President Warren G. Harding introduces the 

first radio in the White House. 
 

The American Birth Control League, 

forerunner of Planned Parenthood, is 

incorporated. 
 

The Lincoln Memorial is dedicated in 

Washington, D.C. 
 

Japanese Communist Party is established in Japan. 
 

Benito Mussolini is made Prime Minister of Italy 
 

Abolition of the Ottoman Sultanate:  

The last sultan of the Ottoman Empire, Mehmed VI, abdicates. 
 

The British Broadcasting Company or BBC begins radio service in the 

United Kingdom. 
 

Rebecca Latimer Felton of Georgia (U.S. state) e.g Georgia takes the 

oath of office, becoming the first female United States Senate or 

United States Senator. 
 

               http://www.eventshistory.com/date/1922/ 

 

 

Wonderful Wednesday Worship 
 

Our Wednesday luncheon will resume on September 21st at 12:30 .  

We will have a light lunch with Worship following. This is open to 

all. If you can assist in hosting, please speak with Pastor Pat.  

 

http://www.eventshistory.com/date/1922/


             Prayer Corner 

 
McKeone Family 

Watson Family  

Rita Spencer 

Shirley  

Evie Meacham 

Gail Banning 

Linda & Winnie 

Jeffrey 

Josh G & Family 

MaryLou Black 

Tony Rogers 

Bob Green 

Fran Brown 

Lois Pixley 

Rollyn Hatch 

Elaine Selfridge 

Doreen 

 

Adam 

Melinda 

Yvette 

Ann 

Sherry & Family 

Beverly 

Denise & family 

Naomi 

Kelly 

Libby 

Barbara 

Phyllis 

Charlie 

Boris 

Stephanie & Zachary 

Marion 
 

For those starting school or going away to college this fall 

For victims & families of mass shootings

For the people of Ukraine 

For those battling cancer 

For those who are shut-ins and those that are isolated  

For those that grieve the loss of loved ones 

For those who do not have access to COVID vaccines 

For first responders & health care workers 

For those impacted by weather disasters 

For the people Afghanistan 

For the people of Haiti  

For the changing climate 

For our country 

For all world leaders 

For those traveling 

For shut-ins and those who are isolated 

For the homeless  

For Asian & Black people & all who are persecuted for simply being 

how God created them 

 



Sympathy to….. 
 

Family and friends of Frank Watson, who passed away 

on July 8th. Condolences can be sent to Bonnie Watson 

at 66 Greenleaf Drive in Hampden and/or Phyllis 

Watson at Orchard Valley, 2387 Boston Road, 

Wilbraham, MA 01095.  
 

Family and friends of Nancy Trevallion who passed away on July 

23rd. Condolences can be sent to Lance at 20 Maple Street, 1st 

floor, Wilbraham, MA 01095.  
 

The McKeone  family in the death of Elaine Lydons (Dawn’s 

mother) who passed away on July 23rd. Condolences can be sent to 

The McKeone Family, 21 Batista Circle, Ludlow, MA 01056. 
 

Family and friends of Pat Safford who passed away on August 9th. 

Condolences can be sent to her daughter,  Julie Fontaine, 73 Allen 

Street, Hampden,  
 

Children/Youth Faith Formation News: 
 

Welcome back from Summer!  We all hope you had a chance to 

share time with loved ones and enjoy the sunshine before we 

transition into the cool, brisk air of Autumn. 
 

I would like to share a bit about my own transition as well.  I am 

taking a full-time position with the Southwick school district and 

will need the extra time to make sure things go smoothly.  As such, 

I will be resigning my position as Children/Youth Faith Formation 

Coordinator, but will still be involved in teaching Sunday School 

with other volunteers.   
 

I highly recommend offering one of your Sundays to spend time 

with our thoughtful, beautiful, kind and bouncy children of our 

Beloved Congregation.  They have gifted me with so much; 

including fresh insights, laughter, silliness and creativity!   
 

We bless the children and their teachers and support staff as they 

all return to school!  May their spirits be high, their attention acute 

and may their enthusiasm be kept alight!  Bless them all with great 

friendships, joyful learning, fun, safety and great health!  Amen! 
 

     Laura Lillibridge 



What is Rally Day? Come find out on 
September 11! 

 

For decades our church has held a Sunday School “Rally Day” in 

September, but how many of us understand what it means? In 

many Protestant churches, Rally Day marks the beginning of the 

church calendar year (not the liturgical year), and it’s for everyone, 

not just kids.  

 

Sunday worship typically looks different in the summer: Bible 

Study and Sunday School are suspended for the summer months 

and attendance often drops off, as hot weather and our many 

activities draw us away from each other, especially on weekends. 

! close of summer calls us back to the pattern of our “regular” 

spiritual lives; we’ll be more focused on intentional faith 

formation, in worship and Bible Study, and the kids will again be 

nurtured in Sunday School. We’ll all be reconnecting and catching 

up in Fellowship time. So many reasons to celebrate! 

 

Webster defines “rally” as (1.) a verb: “to draw or call together for 

a common purpose”, and (2.) a noun: “a renewal of energy in joint 

action”, These definitions perfectly encompass the purpose of the 

one special Sunday set aside as  “Rally Day”: we draw together to 

renew our spiritual energy for worship, for study, and for serving.  

We hope you’ll all come, regular congregants, friends we’ve not 

seen in a while, and new friends, on September 11 and share this 

morning of reconnection and renewal! 

 

2022- 23 Shine Curriculum 

“Seeking God Together”  

Love Jesus, Grow in Faith, 

Change the World 

 
Children/Youth Faith Formation Program registration 9:15-9:45 

 



Music News 
 

It is with sadness that I tell you that I am leaving 

Hampden Federated Community Church at the end 

of September. You all have been wonderful to work with and I 

have really enjoyed my time here. There is another church 

community, one that I have a 30 plus year relationship with, in the 

Anglican/Lutheran tradition which I have always loved. Their 

situation is complicated and I feel a strong pull to answer 

God's call to go there.  

 

There are so many good things happening at HFCC. The bells can 

continue as they did before my arrival. The drumming circle can 

continue as long as you can remember "I like apple pie" or "I want 

to play my drum."  HFCC is a warm and loving community. This 

was a hard decision to make, one that I really wrestled with. But 

it's the right decision for me, at this time and in this place in my 

life. Please understand. I will always hold you in my heart and in 

my prayers.  

 

Yours in Christ, 

Mark Jacobson 

 
 

Hats, Mittens & Scarves Needed 

As Fall comes, I am anticipating the need for hats, mittens, and 

scarves for homeless families. Men, Women, and children will 

need them. Some can also be donated to the Survival Center as 

well.  

 

Please contact Bobby Schofield. Thank you! 

 
 



Missions 
 

In September we will be helping a new local Food Pantry that 

could use help filling their shelves with canned goods and personal 

items. The pantry is through the Massachusetts Military Support 

Foundation (mmsfi.org).  They serve those who serves us! There 

are two Empowerment Centers in MA-  the JBCC Empowerment 

Center, Buzzards Bay, MA and the one here in Springfield at 1655 

Boston Road in the old 99 restaurant at the Eastfield Mall. They 

help local Active Duty Military, Veterans, and their families!  
 

They really need canned vegetables, fruit, coffee, condiments, 

canned chicken, tuna, peanut butter, dry goods like pasta/side 

dishes, taco, chili, soup mixes or canned soups etc! They are also 

looking for Cat/Dog food- wet or dry, Pharmacy - Cold/Sinus 

Medicines, vitamins/supplements, Depends (bladder items) for 

both Men/Women, Diapers of any size for children, & all types of 

personal items! Also - small toy sets/books/puzzles for children! 

  

I can be reached at joyjoybrooks70@gmail.com  or  413-566-3467 

or cell 413-272-3943 for questions or comments/suggestions! 
 

May the Grace of God be with You! Many Blessings, Joyce!  

 

 
Thank You for Your Generosity 

 

A great collection of School Supplies to be donated to the 

Children's Study Home in Springfield MA!  

http://mmsfi.org/
mailto:joyjoybrooks70@gmail.com


Thanks! With a Grateful Heart 

My heart is overflowing with gratitude for all who were willing to 

provide coverage for me (Pastor Pat) while I was on rest and 

renewal leave. I have heard many wonderful comments and so I 

know that the congregation was uplifted, inspired, and filled by all 

those who officiated at worship. In case you were unable to attend 

worship in person or online, I want to acknowledge publicly, by 

name, those who provided coverage.  

 

July 3  Ellie Kraner former interim at FCC 

July 10  Megan Stowe  District Superintendent UMC Commonwealth West 

July 17  David Abbott  Director of Stewardship at UM Foundation of NE 

July 24   Karen Kielb FCC member & FCC Treasurer 

July 31   Bobbi Schofield FCC Member and church Historian 

August 7  Ellie Kraner former interim at FCC   

August 14 Linda Hornig FCC member & Deacon Chair 

 

Many thanks to Sandy Tilander for providing music in worship 

while Mark was vacationing.  

 

Many Thanks to Jack Germain… 

For the many ways you humbly serve God and the congregation. 

While  folks in the church like to worship outdoors, it is primarily 

and faithfully Jack who sets up for worship each Sunday. He 

shares responsibility, along with Dave Kruger, for videoing the 

service Lve on Facebook and then modifies the service to be 

contained to one hour every Sunday for cable television. For the 

many ways Jack quietly, yet faithfully serves, we give thanks.  

 

Thank you to the Reno Team who has faithfully been focused on 

the Faith Formation within our church. Many hours have been 

spent in planning, learning, and writing necessary documents and 

procedures. They have planned and hosted the Summer Series and 

I am grateful for their dedication.  

 

With gratitude, I thank Marilyn for her dedication to keeping 

our church building clean throughout the last eight (8) years. She 

pays close attention to what needs to be done and diligently makes 



sure it happens. She has faithfully carried out the details of her 

contract but has extended herself to the small details that have 

made the building so inviting. She brings a spirit of Christ with 

her, and it permeates through the space. Thank you for a job Well 

Done! Blessings and Prayers for healing of your shoulder and 

strength on your journey.  

 

Connecting in the Spirit 
Scantic Summer Fun Series 

 

As the end of summer approaches, we celebrate our first free 

Scantic Summer Fun Series! The Renovation Team and the 

Children/Youth Faith Formation Ministry Team collaborated 

throughout the Spring to shape this free community outreach 

program of events. Each gathering delivered a tasty cook-out 

dinner, time for connecting among friends, neighbors, and new 

friends who joined us for the first time, followed by great 

entertainment. 
 

We drummed with Bob Bloom, shared fun storytelling with the 

puppets of Big Joe the Storyteller, and laughed as magician Mike 

Wald cracked jokes and amazed us with his sleight of hand.  
 

Our shaded grounds beside the Scantic River provides a beautiful 

space to congregate and relax- a real blessing.  We were also 

blessed with a team of 15 volunteers, including Pastor Pat, who 

shopped, set up, cooked, served, hosted and cleaned up. Our goal 

was simply to create fun opportunities for building connections 

between our church community and the wider community beyond 

our church.  
 

Without the dedication of our volunteers this vision couldn’t have 

been brought to life. We especially appreciate the culinary talents 

of Jack Germain and Matt Lillibridge, who flipped the burgers and 

rolled the dogs- we gratefully award you the Golden Spatula! Keep 

the charcoal dry- we’re not done with fun and food! 
 

                  Linda Hornig 
 
 



 “Connecting in the Spirit” Shirts 

 The long-awaited shirts are in the process of 

being printed. They should arrive in the 

church by the end of September. Due to 

COVID, the shipment of shirt stock was held 

up at customs. We are grateful they have been 

shipped for printing. Beth Algie is coordinator 

of this project. If you have questions, please 

speak with her.  

 

 

 
 

 Bible Study Resumes on September 21st
 

  
The six- week study will be held at the 

church on Wednesday mornings from 10: 

30 – noon. For those who like to gather and 

chit-chat, please feel free to come at 10:00 

AM, put on a pot of coffee and relax until 

we start.  

 

The Bible study will use Professor Amy-

Jill (AJ) Levine’s newest study, “Signs and 

Wonders” on the miracles of Jesus. 

Whether this will be your first study, or 

you have been studying the Bible for years, 

I am sure you will learn something new.  

 

AJ has been a Professor at Vanderbilt University for many years 

until her retirement in 2021, when she relocated to Connecticut. 

She continues to teach at Hartford Seminary. AJ has a great sense 

of humor and deep wealth of Jesus and the New Testament. I hope 

you will consider joining!  
 

 
 
 



Women’s Retreat 

  

Kim Cummins is graciously inviting all women of the church to 

her home for a retreat on September 17th. Gathering time will be 

from 9 – 9:30 AM. and we will end at approximately 4:30 PM. 

Weather permitting (and bugginess too), we will be outdoors in her 

lovely yard. You are invited to bring a comfortable yard chair. 

Lunch will be a potluck of salads. (use your imagination). Please 

bring a water bottle/thermos to keep hydrated and a notebook. The 

retreat will be based on the theme of “Connecting with God.” 

Remember, God has a sense of humor, so do not worry, the day 

will be filled with laughter.  

 

A Chicken Dinner with Invitation to 
Join and Play Games to Follow 

 

Our dinners have three or more different benefits. First, it brings 

our church members together in community. As we sit around and 

share a meal and conversation, we find things out 

about other members. Sometimes we find 

commonalities, sometimes interesting facts, 

sometimes simply chit chat. It also brings those that 

work together in the kitchen together.  
 

Our dinners offer an opportunity for outreach. We can invite 

neighbors, friends, relatives, or others to our gathering. This gives 

others a chance to meet our members and find out how we act (are 

we welcoming and inviting?). It is an opportunity for a stranger to 

join us and extend our connections.  
 

Our dinners offer a good, scrumptious meal at an affordable price. 

So buy an extra ticket and invite a friend (or enemy: it might just 

save their life), or buy tickets so your spouse doesn’t have to cook.  
 

Our dinners don’t leave you with dirty dishes and a dirty kitchen.  
 

Stay and join in for some games (either one here or bring your 

own), share a laugh, and perhaps meet a new friend.  
 

Stay tuned to Weekly E-News for the time of this event! 
 

This Photo by 

https://www.foodista.com/blog/2015/03/18/easy-chicken-pot-pie-with-three-variations-on-crusts
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


   Save the Date- Important 
Potluck Luncheon & Conversation following 

worship on October 2nd 
 

Many of you were in worship (in person or on Facebook) on 

Sunday, August 21 when I spoke about Jesus healing the Bent over 

Woman (Luke 13:10-17). I spoke about how Jesus broke rules to 

correct issues and claim justice for the woman who was bent over. 

Jesus couldn’t wait one more day, one more 

hour, but now is the time when he would save 

his people (Luke 4: 19) and Behold, now is 

“the acceptable time,” behold, now is “the 

day of salvation” (Romans 13:11)  As 

followers of Jesus, we are called to stand up 

for justice issues, so that those bent over and 

pushed down can stand up in all areas of life. 

To have the realm of Jesus’ ways and love, we cannot wait, for 

this is the day! Nor can we be a silent witness! Jesus was the same 

in private and public, in comfortable settings and those places 

where others judged him and planned to crucify him.  

I spoke about standing with those who are in same sex 

relationships. Many of you wonder why I brought it up now and 

why I spoke about it in reference to the United Methodist 

denomination. To answer, I bring up three points: 

 

1. FCC is combined members of United Church of Christ 

(UCC), the United Methodist (UMC), and Community 

members. All three segments have the same basic Christian 

beliefs regarding God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. We have 

a common history. We use the same Bible (even though it 

is interpreted differently). But we have different ways of 

denominational structure and varying polity for UCC and 

UMC.  

 

While the UCC does have Regional Conferences and they 

have suggestions and beliefs that each church might follow 

and provide procedures to best carry them forward, 

individual UCC churches are allowed to decide for 



themselves to take a stand on something or vote to 

implement a rule and/or procedure. The United Methodist 

Church’s structure is very different. Each church is 

included in an area conference. The rules that we agree to 

follow are voted on yearly at the annual conference, which 

is made up of all clergy from that region/area and an equal 

number of disciples/members.  

 

Bigger rules that affect all the UM churches in the world 

are decided up at a General Conference, which is held 

every four years. Members from each United Methodist 

Annual Conference across the world elect folks to represent 

them at the General Conference. They vote and decide what 

rules to follow and how they are to be implemented. The 

rules comprise the UM Book of Discipline.  

 

The United Methodist have been arguing for over fifty (50) 

years whether to be Open and Affirming (UCC language) 

or Reconciling (UMC). Open and Affirming and 

Reconciling are different words basically working towards 

the same goal, where love overcomes judgement and where 

everyone, regardless, is included. Some of the debatable 

questions in the UMC are:  Should UMC allow persons of 

LGBTQI to become ordained? Can a pastor marry a same 

sex couple? Can they use the church building to perform a 

same sex marriage? Should LGBTQI folks be allowed to 

join the church? Most votes to these questions have been 

exclusive at the UM General Conference. Since the higher 

UCC conferences promote inclusivity, it is up to the 

individual UCC churches to have those conversations or 

choose not to.  

 

 While community members and UCC individual churches 

can decide on their own about how they live out God’s love 

to LGBTQI, the UM clergy and members must follow what 

is voted on by General Conference or by defiance as the 

New England Annual Conference has done.   

 

2. Many UM churches in the United States want to be 

reconciling and inclusive of all. However, The UMC is a 



global denomination. They have member churches in 

Africa and Asia, where being in a same sex marriage is 

against the law. Their voices (and votes) along side more 

conservative churches in the United States and other areas 

are opposed to reconciling. They still say that it is 

incompatible with our Christian teachings.  Due to COVID, 

the General Conference, which meets every four years was 

cancelled in 2020. They will not meet as a body to change 

any rules until 2024, eight years or double the normal time 

since the last GC. Eight years is a long time.  

Because of the delay and inability to conclude and resolve 

the decision of reconciling or not, which was already 

coming to a breaking point between the two positions in the 

UMC at the prior General Conference, The New England 

UMC, along with other Annual Conferences throughout 

The United States, decided they couldn’t wait any longer. 

This previous June (2022) at the Annual Conference, the 

New England UMC voted to ignore the voice and votes of 

the General Conference which prohibits marriage 

ceremonies in the UM churches and punishes Pastors for 

participating in a same sex ceremony, along with many 

hurtful statements which are included in our Book of 

Discipline (the rule book past by the General Conference). 

They, like Jesus in Luke 13, decided they cannot wait one 

more day to stand up for justice and move forward truly 

acknowledging that all are welcome: and that means ALL!  

 

3. Many are asking why am I talking about this now? In the 

delay of the General Conference as stated above, more 

conservative members/churches have formed a new church: 

The Global Methodist Church. They are leaving the 

denomination of UMC and forming their own body and 

rules. We talk about it in our church because we have 

members who are United Methodist. We are connected and 

concerned for and with each other. The UM members need 

to share how they feel, where they stand, and what they are 

going to do. Do they stay part of the UM denomination, or 

do they want to switch to the Global Church? Not only 

individuals are leaving, but entire congregations. How the 

United Methodist members of FCC vote will impact the 



body of our church. UM members are forced to decide on 

this important issue, but we invite all our church body to 

come along. It is an important decision in our time.  

 

I am extremely proud of FCC for living out a faith that does 

include others. Many of you have said that you have always been a 

welcoming church. That is true, regarding the people who walk 

through the doors. We have folks living, worshipping, and praying 

with us in that realm. It is a safe place for them to enter and not be 

told they are sinners (something I, personally, would not preach or 

live out). However, we now live in a world where many churches 

have been a loud voice in condemning LGBTQI. It is time we take 

an official stand. If we are to be welcoming, then we need to let 

our neighbors and community know that they are truly welcome 

here and will not be condemned for who they are and how they 

live that out. If the vote is to be exclusive, then the church needs to 

claim that. If the UM members decide to leave and join the Global 

Church, discussion needs to follow as to how their decision will 

impact the other church members: both UCC and community. 

This is the day!  I hope you will think about how you feel, what 

questions you might have, and how Jesus would act if he were 

present with us, before the meeting time arrives. Be prepared to 

speak calmly and clearly in sharing your thoughts, feelings, 

questions, and more. Bring your listening ears that we might 

understand each other or even to understand one another’s 

questions. This is an important issue of our time and for our 

church. We need your presence to know how and where everyone 

understands the issue and how we will move forward.    

 

 
Will You Lend a Hand? 

Phyllis Watson would like to attend worship, but no longer drives, 

She is living at Orchard Valley in Wilbraham. If you would be able 

and willing to pick her up once a month, please speak with Pastor 

Pat. Arrangements need to be made with her daughter, Heather 

 

She would love visits anytime.  

 



 

  

 


